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(a) Office means the Office; 
(b) The term Secretary means the Sec-

retary and any Assistant or Acting 
Secretary to the Office; 

(c) The term presiding officer includes 
the Office, his delegatee or an adminis-
trative law judge appointed under sec-
tion 3105 or detailed pursuant to sec-
tion 3344 of title 5 of the U.S. Code and, 
as used in this part, the term shall be 
construed to refer to whichever of the 
above-identified individuals presides at 
a hearing or other proceeding, except 
as otherwise specified in the text; 

(d) The term attorney means any per-
son who is a member in good standing 
of the bar of the highest court of any 
State, possession, territory, Common-
wealth or the District of Columbia; and 

(e) The term practice means 
transacting any business with the Of-
fice, including: 

(1) The representation of another per-
son at any adjudicatory, investigatory, 
removal or rulemaking proceeding con-
ducted before the Office, a presiding of-
ficer or the Office’s staff, including 
those proceedings covered in parts 508, 
509, 510, and 512 of this chapter; 

(2) The preparation of any statement, 
opinion, financial statement, appraisal 
report, audit report, or other document 
or report by any attorney, accountant, 
appraiser or other licensed expert 
which is filed with or submitted to the 
Office, with such expert’s consent or 
knowledge in connection with any ap-
plication or other filing with the Of-
fice; 

(3) A presentation to the Office, a 
presiding officer or the Office’s staff at 
a conference or meeting relating to an 
association’s or other person’s rights, 
privileges or liabilities under the laws 
administered by the Office and rules 
and regulations promulgated there-
under; 

(4) Any business correspondence or 
communication with the Office, a pre-
siding officer or the Office’s staff; and 

(5) The transaction of any other for-
mal business with the Office on behalf 
of another, in the capacity of an attor-
ney, accountant, appraiser or other li-
censed expert.

§ 513.3 Who may practice. 
(a) By non-attorneys. (1) An individual 

may appear on his own behalf (pro se); 

a member of a partnership may rep-
resent the partnership; a bona fide and 
duly authorized officer of a corpora-
tion, trust or association may rep-
resent the corporation, trust or asso-
ciation; and an officer or employee of a 
commission, department or political 
subdivision may represent that com-
mission, department or political sub-
division before the Office. 

(2) Any accountant, appraiser or 
other licensed expert may practice be-
fore the Office in a professional capac-
ity. 

(b) By attorneys. Any association or 
other person may be represented in any 
proceeding or other matter before the 
Office by an attorney. 

(c) Any licensed expert or profes-
sional transacting business with the 
Office in a representative capacity may 
be required to show his authority to 
act in such capacity.

§ 513.4 Suspension and debarment. 
(a) The Office may censure any per-

son practicing before it or may deny, 
temporarily or permanently, the privi-
lege of any person to practice before it 
if such person is found by the Office, 
after notice of and opportunity for 
hearing in the matter, 

(1) Not to possess the requisite quali-
fications to represent others, 

(2) To be lacking in character or pro-
fessional integrity, 

(3) To have engaged in any dilatory, 
obstructionist, egregious, contemp-
tuous, contumacious or other unethical 
or improper professional conduct be-
fore the Office, or 

(4) To have willfully violated, or will-
fully aided and abetted the violation 
of, any provision of the laws adminis-
tered by the Office or the rules and reg-
ulations promulgated thereunder. 

(b) Automatic suspension. (1) Any per-
son who, after being licensed as a pro-
fessional or expert by any competent 
authority, has been convicted of a fel-
ony, or of a misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude, personal dishonesty 
or breach of trust, shall be suspended 
forthwith from practicing before the 
Office. 

(2) Any accountant, appraiser or 
other licensed expert whose license to 
practice has been revoked in any State, 
possession, territory, Commonwealth 
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